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This plan was developed by the campus community in spring 2009 through visioning and prioritizing sessions with a 

cross-section of current students, staff, faculty, administrators and alumnae. It is intended to guide campus 

sustainability action in the next two to five years.  Goals and outcomes that follow are items that emerged repeatedly 

and were identified as essential by the campus community. The initial focus of the plan is followed by a future focus on 

additional outcomes. Developed during a time of acute awareness of budget constraints, the Greenprint recognizes that 

sustainability actions must be economically viable as well as environmentally responsible. The Sustainability Coordinator 

will work with Research, Planning and Assessment to assess outcomes using physical campus data, audits, surveys, and 

focus groups. This plan was written and prepared by the Meredith College Sustainability Office, with a team of critical 

readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 



 

 

 

Vision for Sustainability at Meredith College 

We, at Meredith College, are committed to a balance between environmental conservation, social justice, and economic 
consideration. We are working as a united community to deepen our education and spread awareness of 
environmental sustainability. We take responsibility to challenge ourselves, think differently and take action 
accordingly. In considering our legacy, we conserve resources and reconsider our needs. We are creating enduring 
solutions on our campus that are holistic, collaborative and proactive, and are engaged in crafting a healthy, safe and 
comfortable future for the globe. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Goal 1: Meredith College will educate the campus community about sustainability. 

Outcome 1.1 Members of the Meredith community will broaden and deepen our understanding of sustainability 
for critical thinking about current and future challenges. 
Outcome 1.2 The community will demonstrate environmentally responsible behavior at the individual level. 
Outcome 1.3 The community will engage in action for sustainability. 
Outcome 1.4 Faculty will weave sustainability into the curriculum where applicable. 

Goal 2: Meredith College will model environmental responsibility in daily operations. 
Outcome 2.1 The campus will minimize waste generated. 

Indicators:  

 Members of the campus community will recycle accepted materials. 

 The campus community will reduce paper usage. 

 The campus community will reduce disposable bottles and “to-go” ware on campus. 

 The College will make reusable goods available first to the community before disposal, including 
office supplies, clothing, furniture, and books. 

 Facilities Services will begin composting on site. 
Outcome 2.2 Meredith College will minimize non-renewable energy consumption. 

Indicators:  

 The campus community will cut energy usage at the individual level. 

 The physical campus will be more energy efficient. 

 Meredith College will generate energy on site using renewable technology. 
Outcome 2.3 Meredith College will offer healthy, whole food dining options. 

Goal 3: Meredith College will integrate sustainability into campus administrative structure. 
Outcome 3.1 The institution will weave sustainability into strategic planning. 
Outcome 3.2 The campus community will use sustainability to help inform financial decisions on campus. 
Outcome 3.3 The Sustainability Office will utilize a standing committee to guide, advise and inform work. 

 



The Meredith College Greenpint 

Goal 1: Meredith College will educate the campus community about sustainability. 

Outcome 1.1 Members of the Meredith community will broaden and deepen our understanding of “sustainability” for 
critical thinking about current and future challenges. 

Action Step: Provide basic and specific “how-it-works” information related to sustainability to incoming and 
existing members of the Meredith community. Highlight financial impacts here. 
Action Step: Move from “bytes” of information to working through the complexities of sustainability issues, in 
the classroom and beyond. 
Action Step: Communicate current events, information, successes and plans. 

Outcome 1.2 The community will demonstrate environmentally responsible behavior at the individual level. 
Action Step: Uncover barriers and benefits to desired changes. 
Action Step: Use competitions and desirable incentives as tools for change. 
Action Step: Use the Meredith campus and staff to model desired behavior change. 
Action Step: Inspire campus visitors by demonstrating our commitment to sustainability. 

Outcome 1.3 The community will engage in action for sustainability. 
Action Step: Provide service opportunities focused on the environmental, social justice and economic aspects of 
sustainability. 
Action Step: Define and link healthy living to sustainability goals to achieve broad-based participation in 
improving personal and environmental health. 

Outcome 1.4 Faculty will weave sustainability into the curriculum where applicable. 
Action Step: Identify and promote existing course connections to sustainability. 
Action Step: Use sustainability case studies throughout existing curriculum. 
Action Step: Consider one or more of the following: major or minor in sustainability, Summer Reading Program 
grounded in sustainability, sustainability as an element of the First Year Experience, certificate program in 
sustainability, or General Education sustainability thread.  
Action Step: Expand opportunities for using the physical campus and operations as a learning laboratory. 

Goal 2: Meredith College will model environmental responsibility in daily 

operations. 

Outcome 2.1 The campus will minimize waste generated. 
Indicator: Members of the campus community will recycle accepted materials. 

Action Step: Increase available recycling locations, including classrooms. 
Action Step: Offer complete recycling options, including cardboard and glass. 
Action Step: Provide recycling options to commuter students. 
Action Step: Provide collection of recyclables and compostables at events. 

Indicator: The campus community will reduce paper usage. 
Action Step: Use existing technology to share information, advertise events, and complete internal 
operations. 
Action Step: Establish double-sided printing as campus standard. 

Indicator: The campus community will reduce disposable bottles and “to-go” ware on campus. 
Action Step: Provide accessible alternatives to bottled drinks. 
Action Step: Provide refillable bottles, cups, mugs and “to-go” dishes. 
Action Step: Reduce usage of bottled water on campus. 

Indicator: The College will make reusable goods available first to the community before disposal, including office 
supplies, clothing, furniture, and books. 

Action Step: Explore installation of a “free store” or “swap shop” on campus.  
Action Step: Consider regular campus yard sales with both profit and donation possibilities.  

Indicator: Facilities Services will begin composting on site. 
Action Step: Pilot on-site composting and pilot. 

Outcome 2.2 Meredith College will minimize non-renewable energy consumption. 
Indicator: The campus community will cut energy usage at the individual level. 



Action Step: Turn off lights, computers, monitors, chargers and machines when not needed. 
Action Step: Investigate current night and weekend lighting schedule and improve where possible. 

Indicator: The physical campus will be more energy efficient. 
Action Step: Assess current energy use with a comprehensive audit to identify most valuable changes. 
Action Step: Install appropriate energy efficient fixtures, including appliances, bulbs, vending machines, 
smart controls and motion sensors. 
Action Step: Consider options for improving heating and cooling. 
Action Step: Retrofit campus, including weather-stripping, window replacement, and light shelves. 

Indicator. Meredith College will generate energy on site using renewable technology. 
Action Step: Heat water using solar thermal panels. 
Action Step: Install solar panels and/or windmill and/or geothermal system. 

Outcome 2.3 Meredith College will offer healthy, whole food dining options. 
Action Step: Offer local options in campus dining areas and at events. 
Action Step: Offer opportunity to grow produce using campus garden. 
Action step: Explore feasibility of providing organic food on campus. 

 Goal 3: Meredith College will integrate sustainability into campus administrative 

structure. 

Outcome 3.1 The institution will weave sustainability into strategic planning. 
Outcome 3.2 The campus community will use sustainability to help inform financial decisions on campus. 

Action Step: Consider full economic and life cycle costs during purchasing and choose most responsible option. 
Action Step: Use money saved by green projects to finance further green projects. 

Outcome 3.3 The Sustainability Office will utilize a standing committee to guide, advise and inform work. 
Action Step: Form standing sustainability committee. 

 



Outcomes for Goal 2, continued: Meredith College will model environmental 

responsibility in daily operations.* 

*Future focus 
 

Outcome 2.4 The campus will move beyond petroleum-based transportation. 
Indicator. Meredith College will model fuel-efficient car use on campus. 

Action Step: Replace existing campus fleet with hybrid, electric and/or natural gas vehicles. 
Indicator. The campus community will bike and walk more frequently. 

Action Step: Provide covered bike-racks. 
Action Step: Consider a bike-sharing program. 
Action Step: Promote public transportation for moving to and from campus. 
Action Step: Improve pedestrian walkways where needed on campus. 

Indicator. Meredith College will incentivize carpooling. 
Action Step: Provide preferred parking for carpoolers. 
Action Step: Offer carpooling or rideshare tool for interested users to communicate.  

Outcome 2.5 The campus will decrease potable water use. 
Indicator. Campus community members will reduce current water use on campus. 

Action Step: Encourage individual conservation and responsible usage. 
Indicator. Campus community members will use available technology to conserve potable water. 

Action Step: Install facilities retrofits such as low-flow fixtures and dual-flush toilets. 
Action Step: Use pervious pavement. 

Indicator. Facilities Services will increase rain water collection on campus. 
Action Step: Install demonstration rain barrels. 
Action Step: Consider cisterns or further ponds to catch and store rainwater. 

Outcome 2.6 Meredith College will build and renovate to the highest environmental standards. 
Indicator. Meredith College will build all new buildings, renovations and retrofits to a minimum of LEED 
standards, or a comparable environmental standard. 

Outcome 2.7 Facilities Services will use best practices in managing Meredith land and natural spaces. 
Indicator. Facilities Services will maintain low-input and sustainable plantings. 

Action Step: Continue to install drought-resistant plantings. 
Action Step: Sustain campus trees as part of the college tradition. 
Action Step: Install natural landscaping as areas of habitat. 

Indicator. Facilities Services will decrease use of non-renewable resources in landscape maintenance. 
Action Step: Reduce gas-powered mowing, cutting and leaf blowing. 
Action Step: Replace fertilizers with organic alternatives for long-term landscape health and decreased 
pollution of local waterways. 

 

 

 

 


